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M E R 

Sometimes towards heav’n, and the full blazing Sun, 

Which now fat high in his meridian tow’r. " Milton. 

2 . Extended from North to South. 

Compare the meridian line afforded by magnetical needles 
with one mathematically drawn, and obferve the variation of 
the needle, or its declination from the true meridian line. 

. Boyle. 

3. Raifed to the higheft point. 

Meridional, adj. [ meridional , French.] 

1. Southern. 

In the fouthern coaft of America or Africa, the fouthern 
point varieth toward the land, as being dilpofed that way by 
the meridional or proper hemifphere. Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

2 . Southerly ; having a fouthern afpedl. 

All offices that require heat, as kitchens, flillatories, and 
floves, would be meridional. Wot ton's Architect. 

Meridiona'lity. n.f. [from meridional.] Pofition in the 
South ; afpedb towards the South. 

Meri'dionally. adv. [from meridional.] With a fouthern 
afpeT. 

The Jews, not willing to lie as their temple flood, do 
place their bed from North to South, and delight to fleep 
meridionally. Brown’s Vulgar Errours , b. ii. 

ME'RIT. n.f [ merit-urn , Latin; merite , French.] 

1. Defert; excellence deferving honour or reward. 

You have the captives ; ufe them 
As we (hall find their merits and our fafety 
May equally determine. Shakefp. King Lear. 

She deem'd I well deferv’d to die. 

And made a merit of her cruelty. Dryden. 

Rofcommon, not more learn’d than good, 

With manners gen’reus as his noble blood ; 

To him the wrt of Greece and Rome was known, 

And ev’ry author’s merit but his own. Pope. 

She valu’d nothing lefs 
Than titles, figure, fhape, and drefs ; 

That merit fnould be chiefly plac’d 
In judgment, knowledge, wit, and tafle. 

2. Reward deferved. 

Thofe laurel groves, the merits of thy youth. 

Which thou from Mahomet didft greatly gain. 

While bold affertor of reflfllefs truth, 

Thy fword did godlike liberty maintain. 

3. Claim ; right. 

As I am fludious to promote the honour of my native 
country, I put Chaucer’s merits to the trial, by turning fome 
of the Canterbury tales into our language. Dryden. 

When a point hath been well examined, and our own 
judgment fettled, after a large furvey of the merits of the 
caufe, it would be a weaknefs to continue fluttering. Watts. 
To Me'rit. v. a. [inert ter , French.] 

To deferve; to have a right to claim any thing as deferved. 
Amply have merited of me, of all 
Th’ infernal empire. Milton's Par. Loft , b. x. 

A man at beft is uncapable of meriting any thing from 
£ oc | # South's Sermons. 

To deferve ; to earn ; it is ufed generally of good, but fo'me- 
times of ill. 

Whatfoever jewels I have merited, I am fure I have re¬ 
ceived none, unlefs experience be a jewel; that I have pur- 
chafed at an infinite rate. Shakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 
If fuch rewards to vanquifh’d men are due. 

What prize may Nifus from your bounty claim, 

Who merited the firfl rewards, and fame ? Dryden. 

Meritorious, adj. [ meritoire , Fr. from merit.] Deferving of 

reward; high in defert. . ........ 

Inftead of fo great and meritorious a fervice, in bringing all 
the Irilh to acknowlege the king for their liege, they did 

. 1 Spenter on Ireland. 

great hurt. / •[ . , 

The war that hath fuch a foundation will not only be re¬ 
puted juft, but holy and meritorious. _ s . 

A moll fufficient means of redemption and falvation, by 
the fatisfa^ory and meritorious death- and obedience or the 
incarnate Son of God, Jefu, Chrift, God 

This is not only the mod prudent, but the my&tneritoricus 

charity, which we can practice. . J ' 1 s * 

Meritoriously. adv. [from meritorious.] In fuch a manner 

as to deferve reward. „ . . . , 

He carried himfelf meritonoufly in foreign employments 
in time of the interdict, which held up hit credit among^the 

Me“io USK ess. n.f. [from meritorious.] The aft or date 

of defervins: well. . . r r 

There was a full perfuafion of the high, meritorioufnefs of 
what they did ; but ftill there was no law of God to ground 
it upon, and confequently it was not confcience. 

Me'ritot. n.f [ ofcillum , Lat.] A kind of play. 

Mp'rlin. n.f. A kind of hawk. 

Not yielding over to old age his country delights 

at that time following a merlin. 
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South. 

Ainf 

he was 
Sidney. 
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Me'rmaid. n.f. [mer, the fea, and maid.] A Tea woman • , 
animal with a woman’s head and fiffi’s tail. ” 5 an 

I’ll drown more failors than the mermaid fliall. ShaUt 
I heu remembreft, 

Since once I fat upon a promontory, 

And heard a mermaid on a dolphin’s back 
Uttering fuch dulcet and harmonious breath 
That the rude fea grew civil at her fong. ’ fcfc, 
Did fenfe perfuade LUyffes not to hear 
The mermaids fongs, which fo his men did pleafe 
That they were all perfuaded, through the ear’ 

To quit the (hip and leap into the feas ? ’ Davi 

. . Few e y es have efcaped the picture of a mermaid: Horace 
his monfter, with woman’s head above and fiffiy extremity 
below, anfwers the fhape of the ancient fyrens that attempt 
ed upon Ulyffes. Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b v 

Mermaid’s trumpet, n.f. A kind of fiffi. 

Merrily, adv. [from merry.] ' 

-I. Gaily; civily; cheerfully; with mirth; with gaiety; with 
laughter. 

Merrily , merrily , fliall we live now, 

Under the Hoffom that hangs on the bough. Shakefp. 
When men come to borrow of your mafters, they ap¬ 
proach fadly, and go away merrily, bhakefp. Timon of Athens. 

You have ended my buflnefs, and I will merrily accompany 
you home. Shakejpcare's Coriolanus. 

A pailan of Fiance thinxs of no more than his coarfe 
bread and his onions, his canvafs clothes and wooden ffioes, 
labours contentedly on working days, and dances or plays 
merrily on holidays. Temple’s Mifcd , 

Merrily fing, and fport, and play, 

For ’tis Oriana’s nuptial day. Granville. 

Me'rrimake. n. f. [metry and make.] A feftival; a meeting 
for mirth. 

Thenot now nis the time of merry make, 

Nor Pan to herie^. nor with love to play, 

Sike mirth in May is meeteft for to make. 

Or Summer fhade, under the cocked hay. Spenfer's Pujl. 

The knight did not forbear, 

Her honefi mirth and pleafure to partake. 

But when he faw her gibe, and toy, and geare, 

And pafs the bounds of modeft merrimake , 

Her dalliance he defpifed. Fairy Jfueen, b. ii. 

To Me'rrimake. v. a. To feaft; to be jovial. 

With thee ’twas Marian’s dear delight 
To moil all day, and merrimake at night. Gay's Pajiorals, 
Me'rriment. n.f. [from merry.] Mirth; gaiety; cheerful- 
nefs; laughter. 

Who when they heard that piteous flrained voice, 

In hafle forfook their rural merriment. Fairy ffhicen, b. i. 
A number of merriments and jefts, wherewith they have 
pleafantly moved much laughter at our maimer of ferving 
God. Hooker, b. v. 

Methought it was the found 

Of riot and ill-managed merriment. Milton. 

Me'rriness. n.f. [from merry.] Mirth ; merry difpofition. 

The flile fhall give us caufe to climb in the merrimfs. Shak. 
ME'RRY. adj. 

1. Laughing; loudly cheerful; gay of heart. 

They drank and vyere merry with him. Gen. xliii. 34. 
The vine languifheth, all the merry-hearted figh. Ifa.xx iv. 
Some that are of an ill and melancholy nature, incline the 
company into which they come to be fad and ill-Jifpofed; 
and others that are of a jovial nature, do difpofe the com¬ 
pany to be merry and cheerful. Bacons Nat. Hjl. 

Man is the merrieji fpecies of the creation; all above and 
below him are ferious. Addifon. 

2. Caufing laughter. 

You kill’d her huffiand, and for that vile fault 
Two of her brothers were condemn’d to death; 

My hand cut off, and made a merry jeft. Shakefpeare. 

3. Profpetous. 

In my fmall pinnace I can fail, 

Contemning all the bluft’ring roar; 

And running with a merry gale, 

With friendly ftars my fafety feek. 

Within fome little winding creek. 

And fee the ftorm afhore. 

To make Merry. To junket; to be jovial. 

They trod the grapes and made merry, and went into 

houfe of their God. . ‘V 

A fox Tpy’d a bevy of jolly, goffipmg ^nchf 

merry over a diffi of pullets. • .-nnddine. 

Merry-a'ndre w. n. f A buffoon ; a zany; a j __ -P . ^ . 
He would be a ftatefman beeaufe he is a ’ (he 

there went no more to the making of a coun e 0 
faculties of a merry-andrew or tumbler. 

The firft who made the penmen 
drew. 


Merry-thought. 
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ME'EUYTKOUbH-r. n.f \ynerry and A forked bone M S «. mffmfs, old Frenc^ 

* „n the bodv of fowls; fo called beeaufe boys and girls pull 


Sidney. 
Fairy Kjueen. 


on the bodv or rowis; iu - 

in play at the two fidcs, the longeft part broken off betoken¬ 
ing priority of marriage. , , ., . , 

"Let him not be breaking merrythoughts under the table with 
niy coufin. Eachard’s Contempt of the Clergy. 

Mesf.Ra'ick. n.f [pcscrdpxiov: mefaraique, Ir. analogy re¬ 
quires it mefaraick.] Belonging to the myfentery. 

It taketh leave of the permeant parts at the mouths of the 
meferaicks , and accompanieth the inconvertible portion into 
the fieo-e. Broiun's Vulgar Errours. 

The moft fubtile part of the chyle paffeth immediately into 
the blood by the abforbent veffels of the guts, which difeharge 
themfelves into the meferaick veins. Arbuthnot. 

Me'RSION. n.f. [merfio, Lat.] The a& of finking, or thruft- 
ing over head. > -^ in f 

Mese'ems, imperfonal verb, [me and feems , or it feems to me: 
for this word it is now too common to ufe methinks or 
thought, an ungrammatical word;] I think; it appears to me; 
methinks. 

Alas, of ghofts I hear the gaftly cries; 

Yet there, mefeems, I hear her Tinging loud 
Mefeemed by my fide a royal maid, 

Her dainty limbs full foftly down did lay. - y ^. 

To that general fubje&ion of the land tnefee?ns that the 
cuftorn or tenure can be no bar nor impeachment. Spenfer. 
MESENTERY, n.f [psa-svVpiov ; mefentere , Fr.] That round 
which the guts are convolved. 

When the chyle paffeth through the mefentery, it is mixed 
with the lymph. Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

Mesente'rick. adj. [mefenterique, French, from mefentery.] 
Relating to the mefentery. 

They are carried into the glands of the mefentery , receiving 
a fine lymph from the lymphatick. dudls, which dilutes this 
chylous fluid, and feours its containing veffels, which, from 
the mefenterick glands, unite in large channels, and pafs di- 
redlly into the common receptacle of the chyle. Cheyne. 

MESH, n.f [; maefche , Dutch ; mache , old French : it were 
therefore better written, as it is commonly pronounced, majh.] 
The interftice of a net; the fpace between the threads of a 
not. 

The drovers hang fquare nets athwart the tide, thorough 
which the flioal of pilchard paffing, leave many behind en¬ 
tangled in the meajhes. Carew's Survey of Cornwall. 

Such a hare is madnefs the youth, to fkip o’er the mejhes of 
good counfel the cripple. Shakefp. Merchant of Venice. 

He fpreads his fubtle nets from fight. 

With twinkling glaffes to betray 

The larks that in the mejhes light. Dryden. 

With all their mouths the nerves the fpirits drink, 

Which through the cells of the fine ftrainers link : 

Thefe all the channel’d fibres ev’ry way. 

For motion and fenfation, ftill convey : 

The greateft portion of th’ arterial blood, -% 

By the clofe ftru&ure of the parts withftood, L 

Whofe narrow mejhes flop the groffer flood. Blackmore. 3 
1 o Mesh. v. a. [from the noun.] To catch in a net; to en~ 
mare. 

The flies by chance mefht in her hair, 

By the bright radiance thrown 

From her clear eyes, rich jewels were, 

They fo like diamonds fhone. Drayton 

Me'shy. adj. [from mejh.] Reticulated; of net-work * 
Some build his houfe, but thence his iffue barre. 

Some make his meajhy bed, but reave his reft. ? Carew. 

Faught in the mejhy fnare, in vain they beat 
I heir idle wings. cri r 

He’s lin. n.f [from mefler, French, to mix; or rather corl 
ruptly pronounced for mifccllane. SeeMASLiN.l Mixed corn- 
as, wheat and rie. 

What reafon is there which fhould but induce, and there- 
]™y il , uch lefs enforce, us to think, that care of old diffimi- 

ab™,tt h ten PeOP ’ e ° f G ° d and the heatben nations 
about them, was any more the caufe of forbidding them to 

no ° n f garm J n . ts of fundry fluff, than of charging thfm withal 
not to few their fields with mefhn. Unniav i ■ 

If worke for the threlher ye mind for to have, ’ ' ' V ' 

Ol wheat and of mejllm unthrefhed go fave <r„rr 
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And thence h,m forward led, him further to entice. 

Fairy ghieen, b. ii. 


Gotiiick; mej-e, Saxon, a difh.j A difh; a quantity 
of food Cent to table together. 

The bounteous hufwife, nature, on each bufh 
Lays her full mefs before you. Shakefp. Timon of Athens. 
Now your traveller. 

He and his toothpick at my wor/hip’s ?nefs. Shakefpeare. 
I had as lief you fhould tell me of a mefs of porridge. 

Shakefpeare’s Merry Wives of Windfor. 
Herbs, and other country meffes , 

Which the neat-handed Phillis dreffes. ^ Milton 

Had either of the crimes been cooked to their palates, 
they might have changed mef es. . Decay of Piety* 

From him he next receives it thick or thin. 

As pure a mefs alinoft as it came in. Pope. 

To Mess. v. n. To eat; to feed. 

Message, n.f. [mejfage, Fr.] An errand ; any thing commit¬ 
ted to another to be told to a third. 

She doth difplay 

The gate with pearls and rubies richly dight, 

Through which her words fo wife do make their way. 
To bear the mejfage of her fpright. Spenfer , Sonnet 81. 

May one, that is a herald and a prince. 

Do a fair mejfage to his kingly ears ! Shakefpeare. 

She is fair, and, fairer than that word, 

Of wond’rous virtues ; fometimes from her eyes 
I did receive fair fpeechlefs mefages. Shakefpeare. 

Gently haft thou told 

Thy mejfage, which might elfe in telling Wound, 

And in performing end us. Milton's Par. Loft, b. xi. 

Let the minifter be low, his intereft inconfiderable, the 
word will fiiffer for his fake; the mejfage will ftill find recep¬ 
tion according to the dignity of the meffenger. South. 

The welcome mejfage made, was foon receiv’d ; 

’Twas to be wifh’d and hop’d, but fcarce believ’d. Dryden. 
Messenger, n. f [mejfager, French.] One who carries an 
errand ; one who comes from another to a third ; one who 
brings an account or foretoken of any thing; an harbino-er ; 
a forerunner. ^ ° 

Came running in, much like a man difmaid, 

A meffenger with letters, which his meffage faid. Pa. g)u. 
Yon grey lines, 

That fret the clouds, are mejfengers of day. Shakefpeare . 

Run after that fame peevifh ?nejfenger. 

The duke’s man. Shakefpeare. 

The earl difpatched mejfengers one after another to the kino-, 
with an account of what he heard and believed he faw, and 
yet thought not fit to flay for an anfwer. Clarendon 

Joy touch’d the meffenger of heav’n; he flay’d 
Entranc d, and all the blifsful haunt furvey’d. Pove 

“AH »•/ [from the Hebrew.] The 7 Anointed; t\ e 
t-hrilt; the baviour of the world; the Prince of peace. 

Great and publiclc oppofition the magiftrates made againfl 
Jefus the man of Nazareth, when he appeared as the Mef- 

MFWr'FUPC r rr . JVa ‘ ts ’ s c Improvement of th$ Mind. 
MLbSJ EURS. n.f. [Fr. plural of monfeur.] Sirs; gentle- 


n f- [™f s and One who eats at the fame 

Me'ssuage. n. f [mejfuagium, law Latin; formed perhaps 
mejnage by miftake ot the n in court-hand for u, they beino 
written alike, mefnage from maifm, French.] The houfe and 
ground fet apart for houlhold u(es. J d 

Met, the preterite and part, of meet. 

A let of very well-meaning gentlemen in England not to 
be met with in other countries, take it for granted they can 
never be in the wrong fo long as they can o^ mihiiLTf 

Metacra-mmatism. N ‘- 48 - 

connexion of it bv artificiHl tnnV /v em ^ nts 3 anG a new 
fubftradlion nr nh t al trai ffpofition, without addition, 

Meta'bola. n. r fulla.Znxl 1 f n J°. cner - Did}, 

air, or difeafe/ L ^' V ^ In medlc,ne » a change of time, 

M |«m ma U de $ fe 

The conjundfion is called fvimn-Wr . Ditf. 

the carpus L the metacarp J the joining of 

Metac a'rpal. adj. [from metaran, i d J l f eman ’ s Surgery. 
tacarpus. J L metacarpus. ] Belonging to the me¬ 
lt will facilitate the feparatinn .1 • ■ Diet. 

ME'TaP fr T the bone J ° mt ’ % he A " ^° u cut 

w^detiK’th F e r , enchi r allum ' ser} . 

fubflance, opake, fufible bTfregard fom ’ h?aVy ’ a ” d hard 
16 s ’ and concreung again when 

cold 
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